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With reference to Dress ~gulat1onsJ lUl Of'f'i08%'8, Page 
1l;b, paragraphs 1 and 2, OGRM 'Wishes to revert to the tnLditional 
pattern scarlet ~ss jacket and blue ves'f, i'-c. the Artqy pattern, 
fQr Generel. Of'fioars and..oolonels. As the BM 'pattern mess jacket 

.. and'-yost cannot be ' al terea. t o the A.'rnIy pattern the proposal w.Ul 
Elt1tail, on promotion to Colonel, the provision of a nO'lll' mS!! 
jacket end vest at a cost of approximately £35. No increase ill 
present . grants payable on further prClllOtion to higher re.nk will 
be neoossary. 

2. M a mea:5U1'e of econcmy it is further propoeed that 
offioers conoerned who are in possession of the RM pattern jacket 
and vest should be permitted to oontinue to wear them until re­
placement beoomes necessary. 

-I"· h _ 

:. ( 

"". 
3. If approved, tho following aJIJmdIlllnta to the Dress 
Regulations will be neoossary:-

Delete Mess Jacket and doull and. substitute:-

Scarlet cloth with blue cloth r oll coll.ar. 
of blue cloth, 6 inches deep at the points, 

inches behind, 8. 1 inch slit at the seam. Shouldor 
straps of blue cloth edged with i inch oak leaf pattern gold 
lace J fastenod at the points with small mountod buttons. 
Badges of ::renk in ail ver el!lbroidery. No ruttons on the 
front of t.htI jacket, and no gold braid or piping." 

Insert New Item:-

"Idess Vest. Blue cloth . no coJ.Jar J fastened. with four 
t 1l1ch mounted buttcns. " 

Paragraph 2. .After "Mes s Jacket" and d.ets.il 

Insert "Mess Vest": as for Genera1.s. 

4. This proposal is part of the effort OORY is now making to 
raise tile generaJ. standard of Corps dress to something approaching 
the pre-war stlllldard. Tbi5 wearing of the RM pattern mess dress by 
Colonals and General. Oft'icers l'Il.S a measure of econaJtY, a practice 
which it i3 felt ought not to continue indefinitely. The appoint-
ment of mm The I>u.ke of Edinburgh as Ce.p tain General of the Royal. 
Marines, which entailed the provision or the oorrect dress, empba.siaee 
tM need for the Similer wearing of correct dress by at least tbB 
Colonels and Gcnere.l Officers promoted in the future. The average 
number of promotions to Colonel each yea;r is three. 

or ~~ 
October, 1953. ) 
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4. ·The .it.B o(QprisiDg tho preaeDt Re ... Ho.} Dres. &ba .the propoMd 
Dd' Dr.eI$8 . tar .-General. OftioO%'s L:Jl. Oaz;pare as ebcnm belOlWI .... · 

;; ': . 

R.lL No.} 

Bll» t\m1o 
Bll» trousera 
J'ora.ge oap 
Boots ankle 

Gloves_~, oape 
1h1stle aDd l~ 
sam. Browne belt 8Dd br&Oe 

s.ord (With leather scabbard) 

Propoeed. New Droe 

I Bl ...... 10 (_ No.1 DrOSs) 
+ OvorallB 
t Parage oap 
{ Boot. (W.~ or Gears.) 
t Spura 
.:( lhite n.ah-leather glov •• 

X Crim40n and gold wai.t aaab 
)( Gold abouldor oords 
Y Gold · award sUDa 
)( Cr:baaOll aDd gold, sword knot 
)r Sword and metal aoabbard 

5. - So tar aa paragraph 2(b) above ccmoerns lIaas Dress.s tor wear iD 
temperate ol..imatoa (H06, 2B, 6A ana. 7), · u is observed that 8. propOMl. to 
revert to tbO tom.er arren.gement under Whioh ReM. Gcnoral.a, Brisad1era SlId 
Col.onela·""trOre mesa · jackets a.nd moss veats at tM ·pre-war ~ pattern 1a 
ourrent13 tmder OOOaidor&tiCZl in paper R.K. 727/5} ~apb. 2 of C.G.R-M. 'a 
minute dAted. 21.t ootober &bow alae ' roters). 

,..6. With reference to paragraph 5(b) of C.G.R..K.'a reaark:s, the proviaiao 
~ . at tbe n01t' ~ wID in etteot repre80Dt an-UJl&vo1dabl. 'UpcN on .Pf'CIIOticm. 
" to GeDeral. Of'fioor, but ita inolus1on 1.n tbe pt'QIlOtion gr."ta nul.4 , iDvol.ve t 
i Troasury eanot1on "Whioh wot44 preeent dittiqult1ea 1.n T1aw at the AnI;r t 
; a!,"re:ngaments referred to in:pa..re.graph 1. <li tbe other band it -7 pexha.pa bo ' . 
'. :aa.uiDOcl that the · otN.oerB pnaoted. in t'ubl"e, . as well u ,ot'tioera alread;y ... 

serving in theoe ranlr::s ;will be able to regulate their unito:m repJ.a.otllllmta/ eo 
&s to,. avoid appreoiable -additional expanse, 

7. 'fbe graat: for alteration of miform -ror ott1oere PraDOted to the I'8IIlt: 
or lIajor-GenoroJ. includes, inter alia., the aoat of providing additional. 
1nSj gn' a tor sboulder atre.p marks or rank and at ohang1.ng buttons and gorgot 
pe.tahcS· on two blup) tUDios 1tlollid.ed :in the normal .blua unif'orm. -out.t11J. It would 
a..wear tbat, it- th.oae proposals are apprcwedj tb8 e:ttoot -would be ~ that 
tor General Oft'ioera tbel Sl.ti.t at J.nzu No.i tunic aM o'ftl:t"all.s would replaae OQIt 

su1t ot the Corpa pattern t\l1i03 ana trouaers in the ott1oera' ollttiq al:tbouab. 
General. otf'ioera would oOlltinue to require tb8 'Corpa pattern.1lIlioa and trouser. 
tor n&t" on oooaaioIia tor 'whioh Nos.q., 4J. aud 5 Dreaaos are 'prctaari.bed. In tA ... 
o1roautmoes and baving regard to the propce&l. at pu'agra.}il 5 (b) ot C.G.R.lL '. 
minute it would appear reaamah)o that the 'pro_nt be.s1a· at 'U.OIsaumt ot .the 
gnpt pa;:rable to ottioora on pt'CIIIOt:lon to llajor...Qeneral. abou1.d be reta1Dea. 1.0.­
that ·tbo· grmta -lIhoW..d oCZltbnJO to provide tor -alterat1Otl8 to two eu1ta ot. eorp. 
pattem. 'SO far aa Inoarae hx rebate · i. ~~d a..x. att'iccra receive the 
.. ' ze.te .at a.1lc?:wa:noe &8 R.N. ottioera at oquivaJ..ent ram:: and thi. all.owaitoe 
'1.8 therefore not . atreoted by : these ' 'prOposals. ' . 

. ~ a,; - :~ ra'-these oii-cnaat~ tho · ad41t1onaJ. 'GEpCd1ture :l.ntol.. :in C.G.R.lI.'~ 
. -propOsal. ·~d, -cm the baaia"ot ·'the·· :IJ1tormaticm· given ' in .pare.gra}il 6 at . 

: P.~R.ll. la Qdnute, 'be abo\&t £350 1n1tiall,y 1n re.peo~ at the Pra\l"1a1.OlI or the 
~. oeromon1a1 items .(~ marked. in c.G.R.M.'s pe.r~}il q. abcrve). There ".ollld 
:, alAe ':be & OOIlt1nulDg oCamitment tor replao-mt ot the .. 4ta1a .&8 thoy ..... . 
t"i~ out. but it 1a ant10ipated ·that ~ tb1;a wouJ.d -on t~ avenae I?e 'ftrY =0)".' . 

",:".1.· 
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